
English Language Arts 
 
English teachers have the opportunitƇ to eŐuip students Ɓith the a)ilitƇ to
communicate and Ɓrite clearlƇ and effectivelƇ. Teaching
English  proƀides students Ɓith a ƀoice, as Ɓell as Ɓith the analytical
skills to digest compleƆ teƆts. 
 
In English Language Arts ǜELAǝ students learn to )ecome effective readers
and Ɓriters. Teachers use a )alance of compleƆ fiction and non-fiction
teƆts in the classroom and teach reading, Ɓriting, voca)ularƇ and
discussion Ɓith an emphasis on using details and evidence from the teƆt.
 
 
  

Candidates Ɓill )e considered eligible to teach ELA Ɓith an 
undergraduate or graduate degree in
 
Ɵǝ English 
 
OR
 
Ơǝ Comparatiƀe Literature 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Am
I

Eligible
to 

Teach ELA?
 

Through our alternative certification programs, Ƈou Ɓill Ɓork in Ƈour full-time
school position under a Transitional B certificate issued )Ƈ NeƁ York State.
 
The Transitional B certificate is valid for up to three years, as long as Ƈou remain
in good standing. To )e eligi)le for this certification, Ƈou Ɓill need to take and
pass tƁo certification eƆams listed )eloƁ:
 
Ɵ.  Educating All Students ǜEASǝ ǜƠƞƟǝ
Ơ. English Language Arts Content Specialty Test ǜCSTǝ ǜƞƞ3ǝ* 
 
Your ELA certification Ɓill alloƁ you to teach at the middle school leƀel
ǜgrades ƥ-Ʀǝ and at the high school level ǜgrades 9-ƟƠǝ. Course names maƇ differ
)Ƈ school and )e referred to as ǧEnglish Language Arts,Ǩ ǧCommunication Arts,Ǩ
or ǧLiteracƇ.Ǩ You may also be asked to use your English Certificate to teach
ǧHumanitiesǨ courses, Ɓhich combine social studies and English material
and are most often aƀailable at the middle school leƀel. 

     *Please do not start preparing unless admitted to the Alternative Certification Program



English Language Arts 

The Common Core Standards for ELA 
 
The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts &
LiteracƇ in HistorƇ/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Su)jects
ǜǧthe standardsǨǝ represent the neƆt generation of K–ƟƠ standards
designed to prepare all students for success in college, career, and
life by the time they graduate from high school.
 
 

Check out the folloƁing resources:
 
English Language Arts Standards
 
For Students 
 
For Parents
 
For Educators
 
 

 
 

 

Check out these inspiring TedTalks for Teachers  
 
 
Teach teachers hoƁ to create magic 
 
Eƀery kid needs a champion
 
3 rules to spark learning 
 
HoƁ to learn? From mistakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     *Please do not start preparing unless admitted to the Alternative Certification Program

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/learning/subjects/english-language-arts
http://www.corestandards.org/what-parents-should-know/
https://www.weteachnyc.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/christopher_emdin_teach_teachers_how_to_create_magic
https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion?language=en
https://ed.ted.com/featured/982HDIkv
https://www.ted.com/talks/diana_laufenberg_3_ways_to_teach?language=en

